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Introductions



Climate and Community 

Climate change is a health issue, an 
equality issue, an educational issue, an 
economic issue, a cultural issue, a 
scientific issue, a security issue and a 
local community issue, as well as an 
environmental issue.



Philanthropy and Climate Action 
● Philanthropy has an important role to play in the climate action ecosystem - 

resourcing change-makers and movements for collective impact.
● A ‘Tika’ transition to a low carbon society, with increased equity, climate resilient 

communities and better outcomes for our environment is a critical responsibility.
● Yet only around 4% of philanthropic funding in Aotearoa goes to environmental 

outcomes

● Māori communities are leading change at the level of whānau, hapu and iwi level 
and would like wider systems to engage with them

“Lift your chin and look at the horizon - the decisions will 
be different.” Mike Smith, Co-Chair Pou Take Ahuarangi 

National Iwi Chairs Forum



The Funders Commitment

Research on climate action commissioned by 
Community Trusts in 2021.

The research showed that community 
organisations:

❖ are concerned about climate change.
❖ believe action is needed to reduce 

emissions. 
❖ BUT there are barriers in terms of lack 

of resources
❖ Want funders to take a position of 

leadership and provide support for 
climate action.

Taking climate action can 
contribute to greater equity, 
community resilience and 

wellbeing



The Funders Commitment

The Funders Commitment on Climate Action 
officially launched in December 2021 

What is it? 
● short voluntary pledge outlining seven 

commitments that signatories commit 
to

● modelled on overseas commitments 
where funders have decided to show 
leadership on climate action - Uniquely 
Aotearoa edge

● 13 Funders signed up so far - granting 
capacity of over $100m per annum

❖ Reflecting Te Tiriti o Waitangi and 
supporting Māori 
aspirations on climate action

❖ An equitable transition

❖ Enable leadership

❖ Commit and share resources

❖ Learn and grow

❖ Decarbonize our investments and 
operations

❖ Report on progress



A Tika Transition

“A tika transition to a 
low-emissions economy is 
one that embraces tikanga 
Māori as a source of 
solutions, upholds the 
principles of te Tiriti o 
Waitangi and is consistent 
with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples”. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLbreSI5gw8


Why a Tika Transition? 

● What a just transition looks like in Aotearoa
● Tikanga Māori provides a broad scope of questions 

and considerations that ensure we are on our right 
path

● Centring tikanga ensures that our approaches to 
change are dynamic and responsive to all 
components of our decision making

● By emphasising rightness, a tika transition meets each 
person/organisation/community with where they are at 



Principles 

Whanaungatanga embraces whakapapa, 
kinship and relationships.

Kaitiakitanga is the exercise of 
environmental guardianship.

Utu rests on the idea that ‘for everything given 
or taken a return of some kind [is] required’.

Mana has to do with the place and leadership 
status of the individual in the group.



Principles Applied to Tika Transition Guide 



Take-Utu-Ea 

Hirini Moko Mead discusses the process 
termed "take-utu-ea" where take (the 
issue) is identified as a breach of tikanga, 
or what is right. Utu (recompense) 
becomes a motion toward balance, and 
ea (resolution) is found when restoration 
has occurred.



Applied to Resource

● Take-utu-ea adapted to serve 
the purpose of presenting 
resources identified as helpful 
and powerful in initiating or 
engaging with a tika transition

● From resources on 
international frontline action, 
to guidance on engaging with 
Te Tiriti in governance settings







Tika Transition in 
practice

A Call to Action

● Collectively doing what is 
right, what is tika!

● Through unity & 
collaboration.

● We all have a climate 
action role in community.











Call to Action

Take a look at the Shared 
Resource

Approach the signatories if 
you have climate action 
initiatives that need support

Share your knowledge and 
wisdom with us - how can 
we advance meaningful 
climate action?


