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Its time to tell our 
own story



1: What are the commonly  
known characteristics or  
emblems of the New Zealand /  
Kiwi identity? – When people think  
and talk about ‘kiwis’ what do they  
think/say?



Nuclear  
free

First to give  
women the  

vote
No.8 wire

She’ll be  
right  

attitude

Punch  
above our  

weight

Allblacks,  
Silverferns

Compete  
on the  

world stage

Middle  
earth

Innovative

Hard  
working

Clean  
Green

World Leaders  
in…

Science  
Innovation  
creativity  
technology  
Music  
sports

…Ernest Rutherford
Peter Jackson

Lorde
Kate Sheppard
Daniel Carter
Burt Munro…



2: What are the commonly known  
characteristics or emblems of  
Maori identity? When people think and  
talk about ‘Māori’ what do they think/say?



Domestic
violence

Once were 
warriors

Can play  
the guitar

Good  
artists

Gangs,  

In prison

Good at
singing

Have all  
got  

rhythm

Great
sports
people

Haka  

Pounamu  

Koru  

tamoko
Smokers  

Negative
health

statiistics

Great  
drinkers
Good at a

party

Lazy
Good

humor

Low  
educational  
achievement

beneficiaries

Want  
something  

for   
nothing

How would you feel about your identity?



Most of our children don’t get exposed to the  

counter view that might help them to build the  
cultural confidence to challenge the  
stereotype

… They don’t learn about the incredible  
feats of our tūpuna or the economic  
prowess of the now.

…They don’t know about our legacy of  
trade and development – our literary  

heritage and ability to survive and drive  
a fight for 7 generations to get a result!



Deconstructing the stereotypes
We need to look
behind the
stereo-types
to re-frame a sense of
the cultural self


